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Abstract
Modern societies are witnessing rapid transformations in the fields

of digital technology, artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things,
and network-based applications. These advancements have given
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rise to new patterns of interaction and relationships—human,
financial, and social—that were unknown in previous eras.

As a result of this rapid development, numerous contemporary figh
(jurisprudential) issues have emerged, requiring sound Shari‘ah-
based foundations to determine their rulings and regulate how they
should be addressed in light of the objectives and established
principles of Islamic law.

This research proceeds from a methodological usall (principle-
based) perspective that seeks to demonstrate how the science of
usul al-figh (principles of jurisprudence) can play its historical role
in linking revealed texts to an ever-changing reality, by activating
its universal maxims and detailed evidences in studying modern
technological phenomena.

The study focuses on identifying the major usalt foundations upon
which contemporary ijtihad (juristic reasoning) in the field of
technology is based, such as the principle “the original ruling on
things is permissibility,” the rule “harm must be eliminated,” and
the concepts of achieving benefit and preventing harm. It also
discusses key jurisprudential concepts including custom (‘urf),
istihsan (juristic preference), istislah (consideration of public
interest), blocking the means (sadd al-dhard@’i‘), and the notion of
changing legal opinions with the change of time and place.

Furthermore, the research clarifies that the Sharr'ah stance toward
technology is not one of absolute rejection or acceptance, but
rather one grounded in precise figh that harmonizes between the
constancy of SharT‘ah objectives and the flexibility of technological
means—qguided by principles of usdli discipline and magasid-
based reasoning.

Thus, ijtihad in technological matters is not a form of reasoning
against the text, but rather the application of scriptural principles to
new realities, achieved through understanding the philosophy of
legislation and the underlying causes of rulings.

Accordingly, this study aims to present an applied model of
contemporary usalt ijtihad that highlights the flexibility of Islamic
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jurisprudence and its capacity for renewal and adaptation, without
detaching from the authoritative texts and their objectives. It
reaffirms that Islamic law is fully capable of keeping pace with
technological progress in a way that serves human welfare while
preserving dignity and moral values.

Keywords:

Usdl al-Figh — Contemporary Issues — Atrtificial Intelligence —
Modern ljtihad — Digital Technology — Figh of Reality
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