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Pilgrimage / Alhaj  

The Hajj is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, the holiest city 

for Muslims. Hajj is a mandatory religious duty for Muslims that must be carried 

out at least once in their lifetime by all adult Muslims who are physically and 

financially capable of undertaking the journey, and can support their family 

during their absence. 

 

Who is Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)?  

Muhammad, in full Abū al-Qāsim Muḥammad ibn ʿAbd Allāh ibn ʿAbd al-

Muṭṭalib ibn Hāshim, (born c. 570, Mecca, Arabia [now in Saudi Arabia]—died 

June 8, 632, Medina), the founder of Islam and the proclaimer of the Qurʾān. 

Muhammad is traditionally said to have been born in 570 in Mecca and to have 

died in 632 in Medina, where he had been forced to emigrate to with his 

adherents in 622.  

Born approximately 570 CE (Year of the Elephant) in the Arabian city of Mecca, 

Muhammad was orphaned at the age of six. He was raised under the care of 

his paternal grandfather Abd al-Muttalib, and upon his death, by his uncle Abu 

Talib. In later years, he would periodically seclude himself in a mountain cave 

named Hira for several nights of prayer. When he was 40, Muhammad reported 

being visited by Gabriel in the cave and receiving his first revelation from God. 

In 613, Muhammad started preaching these revelations publicly, proclaiming 

that "God is One", that complete "submission" (islām) to God is the right way of 

life (dīn), and that he was a prophet and messenger of God, similar to the 

other prophets in Islam. 

 

The Prophet Traditions and its Place in Islam 

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) told his people that none of the 

partners they ascribed to Allah had any might. He reminded his people that 

Allah is one God, and none of the things which they ascribed as partners to 

Allah would harm anyone or do any good.  Some of the relevant verses are as follows: 

Say: “Pray if you will to those whom you deify besides Him. They cannot relieve your 
distress nor can they change it.” (Al-Isra‘ 17:56) 
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 Trust in the Destiny Ordained By Allah 

 The Unseen Is Seen Only by Allah 

 Allah Possesses Infinite Might 

 Allah Is the Creator of Everything 

 Allah’s Path Is the Sole Straight Path 

 The Qur’an Is Allah’s Words 

 

The individual and Society in Islam  

Islam endeavours to maintain a balance between an individual and society. It 

believes in the freedom of a man and holds everyone personally responsible 

and accountable to God. We find verses in the Quran pointing to this. 

 

The Caliphs in Islam  

The leader of a caliphate is called the caliph, meaning deputy or representative. 

All caliphs are believed to be the successor to Prophet Muhammad. 

Muhammad was not a caliph; according to the Quran he was the last and 

greatest of the prophets.  

That means no one can replace Muhammad as the messenger of God. The 

caliph, for example, is not always seen as holding special spiritual authority. But 

he is meant to preside over the caliphate in the absence of Muhammad. 
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